
One of Messiah’s most productive fund raisers has been our Manna/Script Gift Card program.  We certainly appreci-
ate everyone who has supported our program with their orders. 

If you have not yet tried our Manna/Script program, it is easy.  Each month  we place an order for ‘gift cards’.  
These cards, of course, do not need to be only given as gifts, but can also be used for your own personal shopping. 
Several families have standing orders for grocery stores (Jewel,  Marianos, Target) or gas stations.  You use these 
cards as you would cash.  There are many retail stores and restaurants as well. Please check over the list and sup-
port Messiah by purchasing a card or two each month.   

The cards will be available for you to pick up by Thursday at  noon February 11th so this month you can use your 
cards to shop or give for Valentine’s Day-Think Fannie May!!!***Check on our website: messiahchildcare.com for 

the manna link-You can download an order form and turn it in at school  
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guarantee any specific teacher for any 
specific class.  Staffing assignments will 
not be confirmed until school begins, in 
the fall when all staff members have been 
assigned to their classrooms. 

Several positions in each class will be re-
served for full and half day students 
(dependent on covid protocol). If these posi-
tions are not filled by September, some lim-
ited spots may be opened to people on the 2 
1/2  or 3 hour waiting list. 

After  February 15th, all applications re-
ceived are treated on a first come basis 
without regard to current enrollment status.  
Several outside registrations have already 
been received and will be the first used to 
fill in any spaces available at that time.  If 
you have any questions, or need additional 
forms for friends or other family members, 
please see Karen or Cathy in the school of-
fice.  

Summer and fall registration forms were 
distributed to each child’s file during the 
week of January 18th. 

If you are interested in having your child 
attend Messiah during the summer of 2021 
or during the 2021-2022 school year, 
PLEASE be sure that you return your 
forms and fees as quickly as you know your 
plans and PREFERABLY by Monay, Febru-
ary 15th.   

As much as we would like to be able to ac-
commodate every fami-
ly’s registration wishes, 
it is simply not always 
possible to guarantee 
classroom choices, staff, 
days, times and classmates.  We will do 
our best to match children with any re-
quests, but placement will depend on the 
timing of registration, the filling of certain 
class times, staffing changes and covid 
protocol that may be in place.  

Please be informed, also, that we cannot 

Summer and Fall Registration Forms- 

Manna/Script Gift Card Orders  
will be placed on Monday, February 8th! 
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When filling out Form W-10 (Dependent Care Provider’s Identification  and 
Certification), the space labeled ‘Provider’s Identification Number’ can be filled in 
with the words “Tax-Exempt”, as per the paragraph (Tax-Exempt dependent Care 

Provider) found under Part I of the Specific Instructions.  If you need a copy of the form for 
electronic filing see Rita or Karen. 

Messiah Lutheran Child Care Center 

Tax Forms- 

                                                           
Each child will soon receive a 
classroom notice regarding spe-
cifics on the Valentine Day activ-
ities in each classroom. 

 However, to give you a head 
start: Total # of children in each 
classroom: 

Jr. Kdgn./Kdgn (Miss Terri): 16 
children 

Pre K-3 (Miss Cindy): 15 children 

Pre K-2 up (Miss Suzanne): 15 
children 

Pre K-1 down (Miss Kirstin): 15 
children 

Pre K-1 down (Miss Jen): 18 chil-
dren 

So, please watch closely for your 
child’s classroom note with more 
details pertaining to your child’s 
specific class needs and activi-
ties.  

Valentine’s Day 
classroom plans- 
 
 

 2 Annie W.-4 years old 

 2 Miss Pat 

13 Emma S. 5 years old 

13 Miss Bette 

14 Brynn C.-4 years old  

15 Henry N.—5 years old 

27 Mac S.-  5 years old 
 

February Birthdays- Throughout the course of Messiah 
Child Care Center’s history, pro-

grams have been added (reorganized or deleted) according to the 
needs of the community.  Since our opening (as a ‘nursery school’) 
in 1966, we have expanded our school to include full day child care,  
summer pre-school and day camp for children up to 10 years old, 
Kindergarten, Younger 3‘s classes,  Pre K-3 (for older 4 year olds), 
afternoon pre-school (the one program no longer available) and 
Parent-Tot classes.  

Over the years, many families have felt that their child would ben-
efit from an additional year of schooling before entering the larg-
er public school Kindergarten class. The 2011-2012 school year was 
the first year of a Junior Kindergarten program at Messiah.  This 
class is for children who are 5 years old  by September 1st 
(although, with a teacher recommendation, exceptions may be 
made for children turning 5 before November 1st), and who are 
planning on entering a Kindergarten program beginning  in 2022.  
The Junior Kindergarteners will work in association with the cur-
rent Kindergarten class and join in the afternoon enrichment class 
from 12:30-1:30pm. Our Pre K-3 class currently serves children 
who turn 5 after September 1st and are ready for a 4 or 5 
day/week program.  Both the Kindergarten /Junior Kindergarten 
(5 days/week) and Pre K-3 (4 or 5/days/week) classes will be held 
from 9-noon.  Please check out these unique opportunities. 

Junior Kindergarten 

 

 

 

An important note for all: Our child care board has revisited our 
school’s quarantine policy. They  remind us that children exposed 
to covid within their own households are required to quarantine 
for 2 weeks from the date of exposure and the child and family 
need to test negative before the child returns to school.  Direct 
exposures to covid outside of the household will require a 10 day 
quarantine and verification of a negative covid test taken within 
5-10 days of exposure.  A change in Messiah’s policy is that, 
now, families on trips outside of Illinois will now only require 
a 10 day quarantine from the time they arrive home as well 
as bringing in verification of a negative covid test taken 
within 5-10 days after returning home.  And, of course, if an-
yone is experiencing symptoms or had exposure, the whole family 
should remain quarantined at home until all have received nega-
tive tests. As a group, we have all worked hard to keep covid 
away from Messiah and we appreciate everyone’s efforts to pro-
tect our children our staff and our families.  Thank you. 

Messiah CCC Covid Quarantine Protocol 
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There’s a long, worn-out battle over whether 
preschool should be play-based or academics-
based.  The argument goes round and round 
with one side accusing the other of  ignoring 
proper child development, or failing to prepare 
children for the future, or selling cute little 
puppies to make fashionable fur coats. 

But in all this time spent vilifying the other 
side, it may have been overlooked that the two 
groups are actually arguing over a false dichot-
omy. Play or learning.  One or the other.  Take 
it or leave it. In my opinion, that’s where the 
real problem lies. 

You see, academics are simply the subject 
matter.  Play is a method for teaching.  Learn-
ing is an outcome.  They are not mutually ex-
clusive. 

We know from research that young children 
learn when they are allowed to be hands on, 
explore, play and construct knowledge.  We 
also know that, developmentally, they need 
free social play to build vital social-emotional 
skills.  So we need to preserve play in order for 
kids to learn. 

But we also hold firm that in order to teach 
effectively through play, we teachers and par-
ents must be aware, prepared, and intention-
al.  We have to know the subject matter in or-
der to effectively use the method.  Play is a 
powerful teaching tool, but that doesn’t make 
it a simple teaching tool. When you recognize 
what it is you’re trying to teach (the academ-
ics) you can emphasize it through your method 
(play opportunities) and maximize your out-
come (learning). 

By preparing the environment, fostering in-
quiry, responding to interests, and supporting 
curiosity, play-based teachers guide some 
powerful “academic” learning. Academics are 
the subject.  Play is the method.  Learning is 
the outcome. 

*(edited from: “Not Just Cute”-
Intentional Whole Child Development) 

*Is Preschool for Play or for 
Academics?  
(Hint: It’s a trick question!) 

 

Like us on Facebook  

Pennies for Lent- 

During Lent, a time of sacrifice and reflection, Messiah 
Child Care is, once again, collecting pennies (nickels, 
dimes, dollars, are welcomed, as well.) for the Messiah 
Lutheran Church  Food Pantry.  Each classroom has a 
penny jar. The children may bring in their coins from 
Ash Wednesday (2/17) until Maundy Thursday. (4/1). 

 

For the past 19 years, during the Lenten season, 

 the Messiah children  

have collected pennies  

(nickels, dimes, bills, checks, etc.)  

to donate to  the Maine Township Food Pantry.  

 

***During the 2002 Lenten season, we collected 20,873 
pennies 

 in 2003, we collected 21,287 pennies.  

 In 2004 we collected 44,573 ,  

 in 2005 we had 33,864 pennies,  

 In 2006 there were  51,759  pennies,  

 in 2007 there were 69,578 pennies,  

 in 2008 there were 42,389,  

 in 2009, we had 45,161,  

 in 2010, 86,208,  

 in 2011, 75,953,  

 in 2012, 108,744 (WOW!!) 

 In 2013, 98,552  

 In 2014, 91,939 pennies 

 In 2015, 67,506 pennies 

 In 2016, 90,337 pennies 

 In 2017, 76,126 pennies 

 In 2018, 100,111 pennies 

 In 2019, 71,723 pennies 

 And even in covid-abbreviated 2020, we collected 
26,996 pennies...totaling nearly $12,000!! 

 

We hope that this showing of generosity, will encour-
age the children to think about our many blessings and 

our call to help those in need. 
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